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Age
3+

Nuts & Bolts
Match the nuts to the bolts

Some Ideas of how to Play & Discover with Nuts & Bolts

Learning Colours 
Sort the pieces by colour.

Learning to Count  
Make a small pile of nuts and bolts.  Help your child to 
count the total number of pieces, the number of each 
colour or the number of each shape.

Matching the Pattern 
Pattern matching is used in Early Years maths teaching. Lay 
several different shapes in a row and ask the child to copy 
the sequence.  Repeat this exercise using both nuts and 
bolts to make a more difficult pattern.

Improve Dexterity 
Children need to learn to control small movements of 
hands and fingers.  Joining the nuts and bolts is excellent 
practice.  Ask your child to screw together some nuts 
and bolts.  

Note: 
Only nuts and bolts of the same shape will fit 
together; colour matching will not help.
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